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ABSTRACT TEMPLATE for the URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer Competition

Instructions: 
1) Fill out all boxes highlighted in yellow on page 1.
2) Read all the comments, then copy/paste or type your abstract directly into this template on page 2.
3) You are encouraged to read the rubric on page 3-4, but do not alter or remove it.
4) Follow the instructions at the bottom of the following webpage to submit your abstract as an MS Word Document (do NOT convert to PDF): https://www.urncst.com/index.php/urncst/research_methods_primer_submit_abstract

	PERSONAL INFORMATION
This should be filled out by the corresponding author of the abstract making the submission.

	Full Name of Author
	

	Institutional Email Address of Author
	



	Terms and Conditions of the URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer Competition
Please read the following carefully.

	1) The URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer is open to any undergraduate student (BSc, BHSc, BEng, etc.) or professional-undergraduate student (MD, PharmD, DDS, etc.) with an interest in submitting an abstract that demonstrates their preliminary understanding of a research method as provided by the URNCST Journal. By submitting your abstract to URNCST Journal you agree to the following terms and conditions:
· The author is an undergraduate or professional-undergraduate student at the time during which the research methods primer competition abstract was written and it has not been previously published, nor is it before another journal for consideration. Furthermore, you agree to only submit ONE abstract per competition round.
· By submitting this form, the author gives the URNCST Journal permission to contact them via email regarding their abstract submission and occasional updates about opportunities offered by the URNCST Journal or one of its partners.
· The author submits their abstract to the URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer Competition with the understanding that, if accepted, they will be paired with a team of students interested in the same research method, and will be invited, and are prepared, to write and revise and full-length research methods primer for the URNCST Journal.
· The author acknowledges that a fee of $150.00 CAD (or the equivalent in your local currency) plus applicable taxes article processing fee is due to the URNCST Journal at the point of acceptance to participate in the URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer Competition. Furthermore, the author understands that by submitting an abstract, and thereby participating in this competition, that they have the available funds and intention to cover the costs of this article processing fee. The author acknowledges that they will be expected to work under the guidance of their mentor in collaboration with their team to split tasks as equally as possible. All authors understand that their abstract or full-length research methods primer may be accepted or declined throughout the review process. The author understands that the article processing fee is only refundable under the following conditions: 1) that the author, at the discretion of their mentor and/or the editor of the URNCST Journal, is deemed to have not contributed sufficiently to the tasks leading up to the publication of the research methods primer to warrant authorship OR 2) that the research methods primer manuscript is deemed incomplete for submission/unsubmitted following a period of 4 months following the end of block 5 OR 3) is declined for publication following peer-review.
· The author agrees that all co-authors will be listed in alphabetical order by last name, should their research methods primer manuscript be accepted for publication in the URNCST Journal. An annotation will be visible on the final publication that denotes that all authors contributed equally.
Do you agree to these terms and conditions? If yes, please type “Yes” in the box directly below. Please do not make a submission if you do not agree with one or more of the aforementioned terms and conditions.

	Answer:

	2) We value undergraduate students’ suggestions regarding topics that would interest them in participating in future research methods primer competitions. What are some topics that would interest you in submitting a future abstract?

	Answer:


[bookmark: _GoBack]IMPORTANT: Your abstract must be 350 words or less and contain the following sections: Introduction, Utility, and Challenges and Limitations as shown in the template below. References do not count towards your word count. Your abstract must, at the very least, draw from the 2-4 references provided by the mentor; it is not acceptable to simply summarize a single reference already published in the literature by an academic journal. Please do not change the formatting of the template. No tables, or figures may be included with your abstract. We encourage you to read the rubric provided carefully, as it provides a guide as to how your abstract will be scored; please do not alter or remove it.


Title of abstract goes here (i.e. <Research Method>)	Comment by Editor: The entire abstract should be in Times New Roman, 12 pt.	Comment by Editor: Bolded

Only capitalize the first letter of the first word, the first letter of the word directly following a colon, and any proper nouns/abbreviations.

Important: The title of your abstract should be identical to the topic you have chosen.
YourFirstname M. YourLastname, BSc Student [1]	Comment by Editor: Italicized	Comment by Editor: Please designate authors with degrees obtained or in progress ONLY – do NOT add “Mr.”, Ms.” etc. in front of author names
[1] Department of Somewhere, University of Somewhere, City, State/Province, Country Zip/Postal

Introduction: The introduction portion of your abstract should concisely define and describe the research method.	Comment by Editor: Your abstract should be STRUCTURED with four subsections. Your abstract text goes here – font should be normal (i.e. no bolding, italicizing or underlining) with the exception of the four subsection headings “Introduction”, “Utility”, “Challenges and Limitations”, and “References” that should be bolded.
Utility: The utility portion of your abstract should concisely describe the value associated with the research method, i.e. What are the main benefits associated with this research method? What questions can be answered using this research method? What new knowledge can be created by using this research method?
Challenges: The challenges portion of your abstract should concisely describe what challenges are associated with this research method, i.e. What are some aspects that make it difficult to conduct studies employing this research method? Some examples could include time, cost, ethical implications, etc.
Limitations: The limitations portion of your abstract should concisely describe what limitations are associated with this research method, i.e. What questions cannot be answered using this research method? What biases exist when utilizing this research method? (How) can these biases be mitigated? Note that these are limitations to the study design, and you should not repeat any challenges in this section.
References: Please list all references relevant to your abstract submission here.



Ready to submit your abstract? Please remember to proofread your abstract for both content and style prior to making your submission. Please note that due to the volume of abstracts received, no further changes will be permitted to be made to your abstract once it has been submitted. Follow the instructions at the bottom of the following webpage to submit your abstract: https://www.urncst.com/index.php/urncst/research_methods_primer_submit_abstract. Important Note: Upon submitting your abstract please ensure that you add the domain “@urncst.com” to your safe senders list.

If you have any questions or encounter any difficulties, please send an email to competition@urncst.com.


Thank you for your interest in submitting an abstract to the
URNCST Journal Research Methods Primer Competition!

Keep in touch! Find, like, and follow the URNCST Journal on social media:
| Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn |
FOR EDITORIAL OFFICE USE ONLY.
Instructions for Submitting Student: Read section A; your abstract will be graded against this rubric. Do NOT alter, edit or write on Section A or B of this rubric.

Instructions for Evaluator: Read section A. Fill in all sections, calculate the total out of 10 in Section B.
 
	Section A. Research Methods Primer Abstract Evaluation Rubric: Please use this rubric as a guideline in scoring the “Section B. Research Methods Primer Abstract Section and Overall Scores”. Please do not write anything in this section.

	Section

	2 points
	1 points
	0 points

	Introduction

	· Defines and describes the research method in an organized, specific, and concise manner
	· Defines and describes the research method but there could be minor improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
	· Defines and describes the research method but there could be substantial improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
· Or, does not contain an introduction section


	Utility
	· Discusses the utility of the research method in an organized, specific, and concise manner
	· Discusses the utility of the research method but there could be minor improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
	· Discusses the utility of the research method but there could be substantial improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
· Or, does not contain a utility section


	Challenges and Limitations
	· Discusses the challenges of the research method in an organized, specific, and concise manner
	· Discusses the challenges of the research method but there could be minor improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
	· Discusses the challenges of the research method but there could be substantial improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
· Or, does not contain a challenges section


	Limitations
	· Discusses the limitations of the research method in an organized, specific, and concise manner 
	· Discusses the limitations of the research method but there could be minor improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness 
	· Discusses the challenges of the research method but there could be substantial improvements in the organization, specificity, and conciseness
· Or, does not contain a limitations section

	Mechanics
	· No errors in spelling, language, or grammar
· And, defines all acronyms on their first use
	· Up to three errors in spelling, language, or grammar
· Or, contains, at their first use, up to two undefined acronyms
	· Four or more errors in spelling, language, or grammar
· Or, contains three or more undefined acronyms




	Section B. Research Methods Primer Abstract Section and Overall Scores: Enter (0-2) in each section corresponding with the Research Methods Primer Abstract Evaluation Rubric as described in Section A. Please do NOT award partial points (i.e. 0.5 or 1.5). Once completed, provide the final score under “Total” (0-10).

	
	Introduction
	Utility
	Challenges
	Limitations
	Mechanics
	Total

	Score
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